Isolation, characterization, and mapping of a novel human KRAB zinc finger protein encoding gene ZNF463.
A novel human KRAB (Krüppel associated box) type zinc finger protein encoding gene, ZNF463, was obtained by mRNA differential display and RACE. It consists of 1904 nucleotides and encodes a protein of 463 amino acids with an amino-terminal KRAB domain and 12 carboxy-terminal C2H2 zinc finger units. The gene is mapped to chromosome 19q13.3 approximately 4 by FISH. As from Northern blot analysis ZNF463 is only expressed in testis, RT-PCR indicates that ZNF463 is expressed more highly in normal fertile adults than in fetus and azoospermic patients suggesting that it may play a role in human spermatogenesis.